[The differentiation of acute coronary failure and asphyxia as the causes of death].
A death case is described caused by acute coronary failure due to atherosclerotic involvement of heart vessels. Death occurred suddenly during compression of the thorax with the hands of a strong young man. Initial forensic medical expert evaluation came to a conclusion that death ensued from asphyxia resultant from thorax compression. Repeated expert evaluation considered thoracic compression as a factor conducive to death.